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Foreword

SaNATANA Dharma, per se Hinduism, has two main streams:
Shaivism and Vaishnavism. Shaivism regards Lord Siva as the
Supreme Deity and the Ultimate Self, and its followers worship
him accordingly. Shaivism thrives mostly in Kashmir according
to the Pratyabhijiia philosophy and in south India following the
Saiva Siddhanta philosophy. Saiva Siddhanta is one of the most
ancient schools of Shaivism. Saiva Siddhanta is mainly based on
the Saivagamas, Upanisads, and ancient Tamil works such as the
Thirumurai and the Meykander Sastram and their commentaries.
There is no established information about the date of its origin,
it is regarded as the most developed form of Shaivism. It claims
to be the ‘end of ends’ with reference to other systems of Indian
philosophy. Though Shaivism and Saiva Siddhanta are widely
penetrated in Kashmir and south India, it has a strong presence
and following in north India as well. Some attribute its origin to
the saints of Varanasi, while others contend that it was initiated
as a monastic doctrine, which Tirumilar adopted and popularized
in due course.

Saiva Siddhanta found its fillip in the north in Sadyojyoti,
Brhaspati and Ugrajyoti in Kashmir. Their works revived Saivaite
religion at the popular level and also became the substratum on
which a well codified Saiva Siddhanta was based.

This volume is a critical edition of the Sivajianabodhabhdsyam,
a commentary (bhdsyam) written by Sivagrayogin on the
Sivajiianabodham of Meykandadeva. It is the most authentic and
methodical work on Saiva Siddhanta. Sivagrayogin wrote three
elaborate commentaries on the Sivajiianabodham such as Laghu-
tika, Vistrtabhasyam, and Brhadtika. The first two are already
published, and the last one is getting published in this volume.
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This book, Sivajﬁdnabodhabh@yam, a canonical work on Saiva

Siddhanta and critically edited by Dr. Sharath Chandra Swamy, is
a mark of classical scholasticism in the Indian philosophical system.

We hope this publication would help the readers know more
about Saiva Siddhanta philosophy.

Pratapanand Jha

Director

National Mission for Manuscripts
New Delhi
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Introduction

Inpia is well known as the land of spirituality and philosophy. From
ancient times, numerous religions were born on this sacred land
and formed culturally rich traditions. The principal religion of India,
Hinduism or Sanatana Dharma, has a distinctive status among the
world religions. It is also one of the oldest of the major religions
of the world and its root can be traced back to prehistoric times.!
Hinduism was gradually developed over thousands of years. Most
forms of Hinduism are henotheistic. They recognize a single deity
and view other gods and goddesses as manifestations or aspects of
that Supreme God. All these sub-religions have supreme religious
lenient faiths. Hinduism can be segmented into a number of major
streams. The historical division of six darsanas is as Samkhya, Yoga,
Nyaya, Vaisesika, Mimamsa and Vedanta. The main divisions of
Hinduism are Vaisnavaism, Saivaism, and Saktism. Saivaism and
Vaisnavaism are the two main streams of Sanatana Dharma. These
two traditions have held sway over Hinduism. They also held a
major role in influencing Indian thought for ages. Having numerous
subsects under them, Saivaism and Vaisnavaism are the two great
religious traditions of today’s India.

Saivaism has the spiritual traditions, which regard Lord Siva
as the highest ultimate self and worship him accordingly. It is
considered to be one of the primogenital sects of Hinduism, whose
antiquity is said to be deep-rooted in the prehistoric traditions
of ancient India. The origin of Saivaism is difficult to determine,
but its tradition can certainly be traced to the Vedas; it is often
understood to be the oldest of the major Hindu traditions.

There are many subsects within Saivaism. While they all

! Mircea Eliade and Charles J. Adams, 1987, The Encyclopedia of Religion,
vol-15, p. 169.
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acknowledge Lord Siva as the Supreme Deity, they vary from one
to another in respect of other facts, such as the methods of worship,
nature of Brahman, nature of the individual soul, the relationship
between Brahman and soul, the nature of realism and the means
to liberation. These schools of Saivaism primarily fall under one
of the three schools of Vedanta philosophy, namely, 1. Advaita
(monism), 2. Visistadvaita (qualified monism), and 3. Dvaita
(dualism). One of the main Saivagamas, the Karanagama, says
Saivaism has four main sects and they are: Saiva (Suddha éaiva),
Pasupata, Soma and Lakula. Suddha Saivaism is of three kinds:
Vama, Daksina and Siddhanta.? Of the few sects that survived the
deviations of time, the following three are the most prominent —
1. Kashmir Saivaism, 2. Siddhanta Saivaism, and 3. Viragaivaism
or Lingayata.

Saiva Siddhanta

Kashmir and south India are the main two realms of the Saivaism.
Kashmir Saivaism is commonly known as the “Pratyabhijiia”
school. South Indian Saivaism is called generally as the “Saiva
Siddhanta”. The Saiva Siddhanta owes origin to no single author.
It is mainly based on the Saivagamas, Upanisads, ancient Tamil
works, Thirumurai, and Meykanda Sastram and its commentaries.
The Saiva Siddhanta School is one of the most ancient schools
of Saivaism. According to scholars, it has a history of more than
2000 years. Its roots can be traced back to both Kashmir and south
India. It expanded its fame and established itself as a central sect
of Saivaism in the southern part of India.

Saivaism and even Saiva Siddhanta had a very strong presence
and development in northern India, though now it appears to
be more influential in southern Indian Tamil regions and Sri
Lanka. According to scholars, the earliest Saiva Siddhanta may be

2 Y wgfde W 9w den |
I AeAraed SgEal: Jehitdan: |1
FERfaTagtates Jedasy |
ATSARAAT TS AgTasas ||
TRl wmEon < Sege |
FifeRTEi= a=nfor fagr= sfa hifdar: 1l - Karanagama 1.26-28
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established somewhere in northern India® (may be in Varanasi).
The genuine practice of Saiva Siddhanta is uncertain. Some
scholars say that it was initiated as a monastic doctrine adopted
by Tirumdalar. Saiva Siddhanta is a pure “Bhakti” tradition. The
goal of this system is the ultimate liberation (moksa) from the
cycle of rebirth, achieved through the worship of Lord Siva. Saiva
Siddhanta believes Lord Siva as its primary deity. Siddhanta
means “the conclusion”, which is reached after considering all
other significant interpretations — “Saiva Siddhanta means a
system of Saivaism, the doctrines of which are logically proved
and are accepted as true”.* The term Saiva Siddhanta means “the
final or established conclusions of Saivaism”. It is the formalized
theology of the divine revelations contained in the twenty-eight
Saivagamas. The term siddhantam is made of a compound word,
they are siddha and antam. Siddha means the establishment of
truth and antam means the end. Siddhantam means “an absolute
intellectual finality”. According to Gautama:

fagra T = weeh: wgfay wiem, ¥qfa: wefaen e
frotar: = fagra:1°

That which stands after many tests with reasons done by scholars
and finally established is the Siddhanta.

Thus the Kamikagama explains the term Saiva Siddhanta:

SHIFHRIRTERAE 9l Jwed: | |
TAUMT ALY USRI o ||

TSI AU HIAATE AT |
ERIRIEREL LR re: A
TeHHeiehed Yatiagra $Rd: I°

3 Alexis Sanderson, 2006, “The Lakulas: New Evidence of a System
Intermediate between Paficarthika Pasupatism and Agamic Saivism”,
Ramalinga Reddy, Memorial Lectures, The Indian Philosophical Annual,
24: 143-217.

4 §.C. Nandimath, 2001, Theology of the Saivagamas: A Survey of the
Doctrines of Saiva Siddhanta and Veerasaivism, Thiruvananthapuram:
International School of Dravidian Linguistics, p. 80.

> Nyayasutram 1.26.

6 Kamikagama 1.117-19.
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The Karanagama also quotes Siddhanta as a kind of Saivaism:

aeffagaraas gsiesy |
HATARA-AT TS FgmHaHT, ||
eIt wmEfor gfaol Steged |
IR q=for fagr sfa sifdan: 17

Sri Kanathsiiri also explains Siddhanta as:
sTaifeE fagra: e wenfad=ra: °

The term Siddhanta is found in the Tirumantiram for the very first
time.? Siddhantam is the methodical way of life in Saivaism. Saiva
Siddhanta is the philosophy of the Saiva religion, which relates to
the conventional conclusion of the ultimate truth.*

The history of Saiva Siddhanta literature is divided into four
phases.!! They are:

The first phase (up to seventh century cg): The Vedas and the
Saivagamas.

The second phase (seventh to tenth century ce): The Tamil
devotional poets.

The third phase (eleventh to thirteenth Century ce): Systematic
theologians in Sanskrit.

The final phase (thirteenth to eighteenth century cg): The systematic
theologians in Tamil.

The first identified authority on Saiva Siddhanta philosophy
is Maharsi Nandinatha. He lived around 250 BcE in the present-
day Kashmir. He was the author of the Nandikesvara Kasika. It

7 Karanagama 1.26, 58.
8 Ratnatraya, sloka 10.
°  Tirumantiram, v. 1421.

10 «Our list of Indian schools also shows that Saiva Siddhanta is not a single
and a definite system of thought, but rather a tendency, within Saivaism,
which includes several distinct systems of thought; just as we might speak
of a Vedantic tendency which includes several systems differing on this
point or on that.” — HW. Schomeru, 2000, Saiva Siddhanta: An Indian
School of Mystical Thought, tr. Mary Law, New Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass,
p- 5.

11 Rohan A. Dunuwila, 1985, Saiva Siddhanta Theology, New Delhi: Motilal
Banarsidass, p. 47.
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is a compilation of twenty-six Sanskrit verses. This text is well
known as the foundation of the Saiva Siddhanta school. After
Nandinatha, Tirumilar is the main acarya of this system. He
was a Tamil Saivaite mystic, writer and considered as one of the
sixty-three Nayanmar’s and one of the eighteen siddhas. His main
work, the Tirumantiram, which contains more than 3000 verses,
is one of the key texts of Tamil Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy. The
term siddhantam was first used by Tirumilar in this great work.!?
It is indicated here that the ultimate aim of Saiva Siddhanta is to
get rid of all impurities. For the first time Tirumilar abridges the
vast writings of the Agamas and the Suddha Siddhanta philosophy
into the Tamil language. Tirumilar, like Nandinatha, propounds a
monistic theism in which Siva is both the material and the efficient
cause, immanent and transcendent. Siva creates souls and world
through production from himself, ultimately reabsorbing them in
his oceanic being, as water flows into water, fire into fire, and air
into air.

Other than literary source, one of the earliest datable evidences
of the label is probably that in the sixth century ce Sanskrit
inscription carved in the Kailasanatha Temple of Kaficipuram.
The tradition appears to be found in the inscriptions as early as
sixth or seventh century ce with the Pallava king Rajasimha.!® This
inscription very significantly calls him as Saiva Siddhantin.* After
the medieval times Saiva Siddhanta flowered as a forceful Bhakti
movement infused with insights on siddhayoga. After Tirumiilar, so
many devotional saints such as Appar, Sundarar and Sambandhar
carried out the work of making Saiva Siddhanta as a popular religion
in south India. Their works are called as the Tevaram. These saints
moved from place to place and temple to temple, singing the glory

12 “Having learned all that learned must be.
Having practised all yoga that has to be,
They, then, pursue the path of jfiana in graduation sure,
And so pass into the world of Formless Sound beyond;
And there, rid of all impurities,
Envision the Supreme, the Self-created;
They, forsooth, are the Saiva Siddhant is true.”
— Tirumantiram, v. 1421
13 S.C. Nandimath, 2001, Theology of the Saivagamas, p. 80.
14 fafed sgam: .... Safagrant SiH STer=ashm: aaaheHe YH: ToadHm

— South Indian Inscriptions, vol. 1, no. 24
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and the greatness of Lord Siva and making Saivaism a popular
crusade. Manikkavacakar (also known as Manikyavacagar), who
came after these great saints, also contributed significantly to
the spreading of Saiva Siddhanta. His work is the collection of
devotional poems known as the Tiruvacagam. Appar, Sundarar,
Sambandhar and Manikkavacakar are considered as the main
four sages of this system. Their works were compiled into a single
collection of verses named the Tirumurai, which is an authoritative
source of Saiva Siddhanta by Nambi Andar Nambi of the eleventh
century c.

Many dacaryas contributed significantly in spreading Saiva
Siddhanta in north India. Several north Indian inscriptions provide
adequate evidences about the existence of this system.!® Specially,
two siddhas, Sadyojyoti and Brhaspati of central India (850 cg), are
attributed with the systematization of this theology. Sadyojyoti,
initiated by his guru from Kashmir, Ugrajyoti, propounded the Saiva
Siddhanta philosophical views as found in the Rauravagama. He
was succeeded by Ramakantha I, Srikantha Narayanakantha and
Ramakantha II. They wrote numerous treatises on Saiva Siddhanta.
Later, King Bhoja Paramara of Gujarat (1018 ce) summarized the
enormous body of the Siddhanta scriptural texts in one concise
metaphysical treatise called the Tattvaprakasa. Later the Siddhanta
system was assimilated into the three monastic orders.®

Aghorasiva of the twelfth century was another chief author of
the Saiva Siddhanta philosophy. He was the head of a monastery
of the Amardaka order in Cidambaram. Aghorasiva is remembered
for uniting Sanskrit and Tamil Siddhanta. He took up the task
of uniting the Sanskrit Siddhanta tradition of the north with
the southern Tamil Siddhanta. Strongly countering monist
explanations of Saiva Siddhanta, Aghorasiva brought a change in
the understanding of Siva by reclassifying the first five principles

15 Epigraphia Indica, XXV: 175.

16 Amardaka: It is founded by Rudrasambhu and identified with one of the
Saivaite sacred cities, Ujjain or Ujjayinl.
Mattamayira: Purandara is the initiator and situated in the capital of the
Calukya dynasty in Karnataka.
Madhumatteya: Started by Pavanasiva. Probably identical with the modern
village Mahua of Terahi in central India.
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(tattvas) — nada, bindu, sadasiva, isvara and $uddhavidya — into
the category of pasa (bond). He also initiated the Sanskrit rituals
of the ancient Agamic tradition into Saiva Siddhanta. His colossal
work the Kriyakramadyotika elucidates all aspects of the Saiva
Siddhanta ritual, including the daily worship of Siva in temples,
special rituals, initiation rites, funeral rites, festival rites, etc. Saiva
Siddhanta is a very rich philosophical system in temple traditions,
religious festivals, sacred arts, spiritual culture, priestly clans,
monastic orders, etc. All these cultural and religious traditions
still flourish.

Sivagrayogindrajiiana Sivacarya

Sri Sivagrayogindrajfiana Sivacarya is the author of the present
text Sivajianabodhabhdsyam. This is a on the colossal work
Saiva Siddhanta philosophy. $11 Sivagrayogin called himself as
Ativarnasrami in his Bhasyam. In the colophon of his Bhasyam,
he cites:

ot gHRITeeiTes: mefaautsmrrad et -
AfamErT SR REEEEat: forfad e ...

As quoted in this colophon, he was the pontiff of a matha
(monastery) situated in Stiryanar Kovil or Arkavanam!” (temple
of the God Sun). According to the Tamil traditions, Lord Siva
taught the Siddhanta to his main disciple deities — Skanda and
Nandi.® As per the mythical beliefs, these two are the main acaryas
of the Siddhanta school of Saivism. They have established two
Guru-parampara to spread the Siddhanta, known respectively as
1. the Skanda parampara, and 2. the Nandi parampara. Skanda
taught Siddhanta philosophy to Vamadeva. From Vamadeva® this
doctrine passed to Nilakantha Sivacarya, who was shadowed by
the inhabitant of a matha in the Manikarnika Ghat in Varanasi,
Sivamarga Prakasa Desika. He taught this ultimate knowledge to
his disciple Sivagrayogin (not the author of present text), who
is also called as Sivakkolundu Sivacarya. He established a Saiva
matha in Arkavanam or Adityapuram (Sturyanar Kovil in Tamil)

17" Near to Kumbhakonam (about 12 km).

8 Siddhanta Saravali, Kriyapada, Sloka 6.

19 Saivaparibhasa, ed. H.R. Rangaswamy Iyengar and R. Ramashastri,
Mysore: Oriental Research Institute, 1950, p. 28.
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near Tanjavur in Tamil Nadu. His successor is the present text
author Sivagrayogindrajiiana Sivacarya or Sivagrayogin. The guru-
parampara of Strayanar Kovil Adhinam or matha is:*°

Lord Parama Siva
Skanda
Vamadeva
Nilakantha Sivacarya
Viévesvara Sivacarya
Sadasiva Sivacaryar
Sivamarga Prakasa Sivacarya (of Varanasi)
Sivakkolundu Sivacarya (Sivagrayogin)
) Sivﬁgrayogindrajﬁﬁna éivécﬁraya
(Sivagrayogin - Author of Present work)
Nandi Sivagrayogin

fig. 1: Guru-parampara of Stirayanar Kovil Adhinam

The author Sivagrayogin belongs to this Skanda parampara. He
was the second pontiff of Arkavanam (Stryanar Kovil Adhinam)
matha. He was born in a brahmana family in Tundiradesa or Tondai
Nadu. He became a very good scholar in Tamil and Sanskrit and
also in Saiva Siddhanta. He left his home in the quest of a guru
to get ultimate enlightenment. He heard about the scholarliness
of Sivakkolundu Sivacarya, also known as Sivagrayogindra of
Arkavanam. Later Sivagrayogin became a disciple of him. The
Sivakkolundu Sivacarya was elated by his studiousness and he
taught him the Saivagamas, Vedas and Saiva Siddhanta. In later
times, Sivakkolundu Sivacaraya initiated him to the nirvana diksa
and initiated him as his successor.

The Sivagrayogin became one of the prominent scholars of
Saiva Siddhanta of his time. The king of Tanjavur supported him in
preaching and spreading the Saiva Siddhanta philosophy. There is

2 Source: Sri Sivagrayogigal Adhinam Matha, Sooryanar Koyil, Tanjavur,
Tamil Nadu.
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an oral tradition about an interesting debate between Sivagrayogin
and Manavala Mahamuni (another name is Ramya Jamatru), who
was an eminent scholar of Vaisnavaism. They both argued for
seventeen days to establish their respected systems — Saivism and
Vaisnavism. At last Sivagrayogin won the argument and established
the philosophy of Saiva Siddhanta. After this incident the king of
Tanjavur built a matha in Thiruvilimalai near Kumbhakonam as per
the guidance of Sivagrayogin. Afterwards Sivagrayogin lived there
and preached Saiva Siddhanta till his demise. By the reason of this
place — Thiruvilimalai — he was also called as “Vili Sivagrayogin”.
After his death, his samadhi was built by the king in his honour.
Sivagrayogin lived in the sixteenth century ce. In one of his
very significant works the Saiva Samnyasapaddhati, Sivagrayogin
mentioned two rulers of his time: The Karnataka or Vijayanagara
monarch Sadasivaraya and the king of Tanjavur, Cinna Seppayya
Acyuta.?! Those citations elucidate that Sivagrayogin was the
contemporary of them. The Karnataka king Sadasivaraya ruled
Vijayanagara from 1542 to 1570 ce. Cinna Seppayya Acyuta
ruled Tanjavur from 1549 to 1572 ce. The Vijayanagara kingdom
was ruled by four families and Sadasivaraya belonged to Tuluva
vamsa. He was the last king of that family, who ruled Vijayanagara.
Sadasivaraya was the son of Rangaraya and brother of Acyutaraya.
Tirumalamba was the queen of Acyutaraya. She had a sister
named Mirtyamba and Cinna Seppayya Acyuta was married to
her. Tanjavur was given to Cinna Seppayya Acyuta as a marriage
present or dowry by the Vijayanagara kingdom. Cinna Seppayya
Acyuta became the first Nayaka family ruler of Tanjavur. Hence it
is certain that Sivagrayogin lived in the latter half of the sixteenth

2 FHUAG TR
TRTIEHETTCE Reh ATeATIeh UL |
SR TS G IR TS ot -
FHIENZEAU FEEHEE wel w1
TSRS Rgearefsemremae
FITIEH RITTRTER |
TRieTeRF R THE = JRasansat
Tesed FaTeoer=ayd qeEmg T 1
R INEI I DIERI EE AR N Rt ca ey ot
TremEnft SR SeaE=Eaty w1
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century.

R. Ramashastri, the editor of Sivagrayogin’s Saiva Paribhdsa,
points out another significant evidence in those verses, which
are quoted in the Saiva Sannyasapaddhati. In the second sloka
of the text, Sivagrayogin quotes — RyAgiurenfsm-em=rel — this line
indicates the year. As a rule in Sanskrit “3T&@M amal fd:”,
after decoding, we will get “ripu-6, mahipala-8, abdhi-4 and
manthdcala-1”. Therefore the time was 1486 Saka samvatsara
(1564 ck).?* Several other scholars expressed same opinion about
the time of Sivagrayogin.??

Works of Sivagrayogin

Sivagrayogin was not only a great scholar of Saiva Siddhanta
philosophy, but also a noble contributor to both Sanskrit and
Tamil literatures. He has written totally five works in Sanskrit
and six works in Tamil. The following are the Sanskrit works of
Sivégrayogin.

SAIVA PARIBHASA

This is an eminent work on Saiva Siddhanta and another name
of this text is the Saivabhdsa. It explains the philosophy of Saiva
Siddhanta in a strong and simple way. The Saiva Paribhasa has five
paricchedas (chapters) and it is a commentary on the Sivajfianabodha
of Meykandar. Sivagrayogin interpreted the siitras with the assistance
of Saivagamas, particularly based on the Pauskara and the Mrgendra.
The text deals with the distinct philosophy of Saivaism. It was first
published by the University of Mysore.?*

SAIVA SANNYASAPADDHATI

From the ancient times, there was a huge dispute about the
Sannyasapaddhati, specifically in Saivaism. The problem was,
whether the people from caturtha varna (fourth varna) were
authorized for sannyasa or not? Here caturtha varna means the

2 Saivaparibhasa, p. 11.

23 V.A. Devasenapathi, 1966, Saiva Siddhanta, Madras: University of
Madras, p. 9; S. Anavaratam Vinayaka Pillai, 1936, Sivagrayogin’s Sivaneri
Prakasam, Madras: University of Madras, p. 8.

24 éaivaparibhésé. Ed. H.R. Rangaswamy Iyengar & R. Ramashastri, Oriental
Reaserch Institute, University of Mysore, Mysore 1950.
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followers of the Saivagamas, likewise the Smartas. Sivagrayogin
wrote this text to prove that the fourth varna is also authorized
for sannyasa. Through his great scholarliness, he established this
theory with the help of Agamas. This text contains totally eight
patalas and it gives a clear picture of the doctrines of all four
varnas. It was published from Kumbhakonam.

KRIYADIPIKA

This text explains the rules and regulations for those who are
initiated in Saiva sannyasa. It is also called as the Sivagrapaddhati.
This text contains eight patalas. It explains samaya and nirvana
diksa in detail, as well as it describes daily rituals for sannyasins.
It was published from Chennai.

SIVAJNANABODHABHASYAM: LAGHUTIKA AND BRHADBHASYAM
These are the present work.

The following are the Tamil works of Sivagrayogin:

SIVAJNANASIDDHIYAR (SVAPAKSAM)

The Sivajiianasiddhiyar is a very famous work written by
“Arulnandi Sivacaraya”. This is a commentary of Sivagrayogin
on that text. This text has totally six commentaries by eminent
scholars — Maraijfiana De$ikar, Sivagrayogin, Jiana Prakasar,
Sivajfianayogi, Nirambavalakiya Desikar and Subramanya De$ikar.
This commentary was written in the Manipravala style. It was
published from Chennai.?®

SIVAJNANASIDDHIYAR (PARAPAKSAM)

This is the commentary of parapaksa of the above text.
Unfortunately, it is unavailable.

SIVANERIPRAKASAM

It was written by Sivagrayogin as per the request of a lady disciple
named Svananda Nacchiyar (Suvanta Nacchiyar). The text contains
totally 215 beautiful Tamil verses. This text explains Siddhanta
in illuminating ways. Sivagrayogin’s disciple and successor of his
matha, Nandi Sivagrayogin wrote a Manipravala commentary on
this text. Sivaneriprakasam was published by the University of

5 Sivajianabodhayantra $ala, Madras, 1884.
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Madras.26

SARVAJNANOTTARAM

Thisisa Tamil commentary or translation of the Sarvajianottaragama.
Unfortunately, it is not available.

DEVIKALOTTARAM

This is also a Tamil commentary or translation of the
Devikalottaragama. This text is also unavailable.

SRUTISUKTIMALA VYAKHYANAM

The Srutisiiktimala was written by the well-known scholar Haradatta.
Sivagrayogin wrote a commentary on this text. Again, it is not available.

SIVAJNANABODHABHASYAM
Saiva Siddhanta consists predominantly of:
1. The twenty-eight Saivagamas.

2. The collection of Saivaite hymns known as the Tirumurai
compiled by Nambi Andar Nambi (it contains the
Tirumantiram of Tirumilar; the Tevaram of Appar,
Sundarar and Sambandhar, and the Tiruvacakam of
Manikkavacakar).

3. The collection of the lives of Saivaite saints, known as the
Periyapuranam.

4. Meykandar’s Sivajfianabodham.

The thirteenth century ce was an important landmark in the
history of Saiva Siddhanta. At that time, well-known Meykandar
wrote the very prominent twelve-verse or Sivajiianabodham, also
known as the Meykanda Sastram. This text and subsequent works
by other writers laid the foundation of the Meykandar Sampradaya
(Tradition). Meykandadeva lived in the thirteenth century cE in
Tiruvennainalltir in Tamil Nadu. He was born in the tradition
of Saiva peasants. His father name was Acchyutakkalappalar.
Arulnandi Sivacarya and various prominent scholars of the
Siddhanta tradition were the disciples of Meykandar. His main
work was the Sivajiianabodham and it is the most significant

26 Sri Sivagrayogin’s Siva-Neri-Prakasam, ed. S. Anavarata Vinayakam Pillai,
Madras: University of Madras, 1936.
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work of the fourteen Saiva Siddhanta literature.?” Siddhantins
consider Meykandar’s Sivajiianabodham as an essential work
among the above texts. The Sivajiianabodham (Treatise on Siva
Wisdom) consisting of twelve siitras describing the relationship
between God, the soul and the world. The Meykandar Sampradaya
admires it as their principal philosophical text and considers it as
of pluralistic exposition. For others, it is monastic in character, the
pluralistic explanations being introduced by later commentators.

Arulnandi Sivacarya, one of the chief disciples of Meykandar,
and Umapati Sivacarya further spread Saiva Siddhanta. Arulnandi
Sivacarya wrote a renowned work, called the Sivajiiana-Siddhiyar.
The Siva-prakasam and the Sataratna-Sangraha were the prominent
works of Umapati Sivacarya. They promoted a pluralistic realism
wherein God, the soul and the world are coexistent and without
beginning. Lord Siva is an efficient but not a material cause. They
view the souls merging in Siva as salt in water, an eternal oneness
that is also twoness. This school’s literature was so dominant that
Saiva Siddhanta is often erroneously identified as exclusively
pluralistic. In truth, there are two interpretations, one monastic and
another dualistic, of which the former is the original philosophical
premise found in pre-Meykandar scriptures. The Meykanda Sastram
is the authoritative text of Saiva Siddhanta. Views and concepts
of Saiva Siddhanta are described elaborately in the fourteen
Meykandar texts.

The Sivajfianabodham contains twelve aphorisms taken from
the Pasavimocana patala of Jianakanda of the Rauravagama.

2 Tiruvuntiar by Uyyavanda Deva of Tiruviyaltr

1.
2. Tirukkalirrupadiar by Uyyavanda Deva of Tirukkadavir
3. Siva-jiana-bodham by Meykandadeva
4. Siva-jfiana-siddhiar by Arulnandi Sivacarya
5. Irupavirupatu by Arulnandi Sivacarya
6. Unmai-vilakkam by Manavacakam-kadanda Deva
7. Siva-prakasam by Umapati Sivacarya
8. Tiruvarul-payan by Umapati Sivacarya
9. Vina-venba by Umapati Sivacarya
10. Porriphrodai by Umapati Sivacarya
11. Kodikkavi by Umapati Sivacarya
12. Nefijuvidutiitu by Umapati Sivacarya
13. Unmai-neri-vilakkam by an unknown author
14. Sarikarpanirakaranam by Umapati Sivacarya
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However the present published text of the Rauravagama does
not have these twelve slokas. Though, some quotes authorize
that those aphorisms belongs to this Agama, renowned Sanskrit
scholar Appayya Diksita of the sixteenth century ce calls the
Sivajiianabodham as Agama in his Sivarkamanidipika commentary
on the Srikanthabhdsyam.?® The published text of Rauravagama
also quotes the Sivajiianabodha Sastram:

JreqT rern = Y Fea Fentare |
[BERIREIENIE IR Rl e ikt o

The following is the summary of the twelve aphorisms of
Meykandar’s treatise:

1. Evidences for the existence of God. Lord Siva causes the
world’s dissolution and is its primal cause.

2. Evolution of the world and the relation of him with the
world and the soul.

3. The existence of the soul and its evidences.

The soul as a distinct form and its relation to the sense
organs.

5. The dependency of the soul on God and he helps the soul
in attaining moksa.

6. The nature of matter and the real and the non-real. How
they are different from God.

The real nature of the soul.

8. The soul obtaining real knowledge or moksa. Means to be
used for attaining it.

9. The process of purification of the soul.
10. Eliminating threefold pollution, i.e. fetters of the soul.
11. The soul attaining enlightenment or union with Siva.

12. Features of enlightened soul. Worship of the unseen and
enigmatic Lord Siva.

Several authoritative philosophers wrote commentaries on
Meykandar’s Sivajfianabodham. Sivagrayogin’s paramaguru

% Appayya Diksita, Sivarkamanidipika 2.1.16.
2 The Rauravagama, French Institute of Pondicherry, vol. 3 (chapter 58).



INTRODUCTION | 15

Sadasiva Sivacarya is the first commentator of the Sivajfianabodham.
Sivagrayogin, Nigamajfiana De$ika and Jiianaprakasa Sivacarya
are the other prominent interpreters of this text. Nigamajfiana
Desika belongs to the sixteenth century ce and he wrote the
Sivajfianabodhopanyasa. Nigamajfiana De$ika is one of the senior
contemporaries of Sivagrayogin.®

The present work the Sivajiianabodhabhasyam is a bhasyam
(commentary) written by Sivagrayogin on the Sivajianabodham
of Meykandadeva. It is the most methodical, unequivocal and
distinguished work on Saiva Siddhanta. Sivagrayogin wrote three
elaborate commentaries on the Sivajiianabodham. They are:

Laghutika:®' A simplified commentary of the Sivajiianabodham.
Vistrtabhasyam:3* Further explanation into the Sivajiianabodham.

Brhadtika: The massive explanatory work on the Sivajiianabodham.

The Saiva Siddhanta philosophy considers the three eternal
beings — God, the soul and the bondage. These are called pati,
pasu and pasa, respectively. Pati means “Lord of the souls”, who
is none other than Lord Siva. Pasa means “bondage” and also
materials of bondage. Pasu means that which is “under bondage or
jiva”. All worldly things known and perceived are included in these
three categories. It also expounds spiritual matters involving the
soul. What is God? Nature of God? Purpose of life? Reason of the
creation? Who am I? Relationship between jiva and God? These
are some of the major concerns addressed in this philosophy. The
specialty of this system is that, it not only gives logical justifications,
but also gives the faith and understanding about Lord Siva.

Sivagrayogin elaborately describes the fundamental philosophy
of Saiva Siddhanta in his Sivajianabodhabhdasyam. He discards
all other theories of Indian philosophical schools with his
great scholarliness. This is a massive and rich commentary on
Meykandar’s Sivajianabodham, which contains twelve verses

%0 Sivajfianabodha Laghutika, ed. T. Ganesan, Sri Aghorasivacarya Trust,
Chennai, 2003, p. XX.

31 (Critically edited and translated into English by T. Ganesan, published by
Sri Aghorasivacarya Trust, Chennai in 2003.

32 Madras University Philosophical Series — 49, University of Madras,
1992.
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of the Rauravagama. The commentary has totally twelve
chapters and every chapter is divided into two parts: sangraha
bhasyam (brief commentary) and vistrta bhasyam (extensive
commentary). éivégrayogin was very conversant in Sanskrit
philosophical literature. He quotes $lokas and other pramanas
from Vedas, Agamas, Puranas and the various texts of Saivism in
the establishment of the Siddhanta. He quotes from near about
fifty texts in his commentary. Mrgendragama, Pauskaragama,
Suta Samhita, Ratnatraya, Jianatilaka, Kiirma Purana and Padma
Purana are frequently mentioned by him. An overview of the
contents of all the siitras of the Sivajianabodhabhdsyam is as
follows.

The First Sutra

In the first chapter of his bhasyam, Sivagrayogin begins his
commentary with the salutation to Lord Siva and to his guru-
parampard — Viéveévara Sivacarya, Sadasiva Sivacarya and
Sivagrayogin. After greeting he begins his commentary with a
series of questions (prasnamala). This is one of the unique string
of questions, containing almost all problems raised by Indian
philosophical systems. Throughout the bhasyam, he clarifies those
questions. We never get an instance of these type of series of
questions on logical and philosophical glitches in any other Indian
philosophical text. After the detail’s of the creation of the universe,
jiva, the necessity of the jiva and I$vara, moksa (liberation), the
cause of moksa, guru, causes of doubts and the guru-parampara
of Saivaism are described. Subsequently the commentary of first
aphorism begins. Here interpretation of Siva or I§vara and his
creation, tatastha laksana are illuminated. Sivagrayogin validates
all the systems of Saivaism and mainly authorizes the Agamas
as entities. The agama pramanya, anumana pramanya, upadhi,
anumananiriipana, upamana and $abdanirtipana and Lord Siva
as the creator of the universe are also established in this chapter.

The Second Sutra

This is the biggest chapter of the text. It deals with various issues of
Siddhanta. Mainly the thirty-six tattvas (principles) are discussed
here. The world endures evolution for the advantage of the souls.
The whole procedure of creation is for the sake of the salvation of
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the souls. The world is real and endless. The world of substance
and souls forms the body of Lord Siva. Saiva Siddhanta scrutinizes
the universe into thirty-six tattvas. These tattvas arise from maya,
the material cause of the world. From Suddha maya the five pure
principles arise. They are Siva-tattva, $akti-tattva, sadasiva-tattva,
&vara-tattva and vidya-tattva. Lord Siva functions through these
five pure principles. In this chapter Sivagrayogin discusses the
relation between the maya or sakti and Siva. The analysis of the
tattvas is the main objective of this chapter.

The Third Sutra

The third Stutrabhasyam mainly contradicts the doctrines of
Buddhism. Stinyavada Khandanam, Stinyavada and Vijianavada
Nirasa, Sariratma and Indriyatmavada Nirasa are the major topics
of this chapter.

The Fourth Sutra

This chapter is devoted to the description of the bondages or
impurities. There are three impurities (malas) or bondages;
anava-mala, karma-mala and maya-mala. This chapter deals with
the characteristics of anava-mala and the methods of eliminating
that. It also describes Saktisadhana and vibhutvasadhana of atma.

The Fifth Sutra

This chapter deals with paratantra (dependency) of the souls.
Souls are reliant on bodies, because they have bounded by malas
(impurities). It also defies vikaritva of Lord Siva.

The Sixth Sutra

In this chapter, the author states about three main interminable
concepts of Saivisam — pati, pasu and pasa — and their features.
The Seventh Sutra

This is the smallest chapter in this brhadbhdsyam of Sivagrayogin.
It continues the discussion about the three concepts described in
the sixth sutra.

The Eighth Sutra

This is one of the important chapters in this bhasyam. Enormous
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subjects are discussed here. So many siddhantas about moksa
(liberation), jfiana or karma (knowledge or action), primarily the
duties of a disciple, the verities of upadesa, the characteristics and
divisions of diksa, the features of naraka (hell) and several worlds
are described here. This sutra also tells about kalatattvas such as
nivrtti, santi, pratistha and vidya.

The Ninth Sutra

In this chapter the author primarily describes and rejects the
Sabdaparoksavada Here he gives the etymologlcal meaning for the
heart of a Siva paficaksart mantra — §i means Siva, va means energy
of Siva, ya means the individual soul, na means the impurities
or malas which cause bondage, mah means destruction of those
malas.

The Tenth Sutra

In this chapter, Sivagrayogin denies the dogmas of mukti
(liberation) of other Indian philosophical systems. He strongly
objects concepts of various systems such as Carvaka, Samkhya,
Madhyamika, Yogacara, Naiyayika, Prabhakara, Arhata, Bhatta
and Paficaratra.

The Eleventh Sutra

In this chapter, the author describes the importance of worship.
There are two types of worship a devotee can adopt for his/her
salvation: antaranga-puja (inner worship) and bahiranga-puja
(outer worship). Here both types of worship and their importance
are described.

The Twelfth Sutra

This final chapter deals with the significance of the devotees of
Lord Siva. The procedures and importance to wear rudraksa and
bhasma and the significance of the mantra are discussed here.
Ultimately the text ends with the establishment of Saiva Siddhanta
as the supreme system to attain enlightenment and liberation.

Details of Manuscripts

The Brhadbhasya of Sivajiianabodhabhdasyam of Sivagrayogin was
published in Grantha script in 1920. Sri Krishna Shastri published
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this text as per the instructions of S1T Muttukumara Deéikar, the
pontiff of Sri Sryanar Koyil Adhinam or Sivagrayogin Matha of
Arkavanam and it was published from $aradavilasa Mudraksara
$ala, Kumbhakonam in Tamil Nadu. This is the major source
for editing the present work. Therefore, I have tried to edit this
text with the help of two other commentaries of this text. 1. The
Laghutika published in the Pandit Series, vol. XXIX from Benares
Sanskrit College in 1907 and another edition, critically edited by T.
Ganesan, published by S11 Aghorasivacarya Trust, Chennai in 2003.
2. The Samgrahabhasyam published by the University of Madras,
under Madras University Philosophical Series — 49 in 1992. The
editor of the Grantha Script Book, published from Kumbhakonam
has given the patantaras (recensions) in the Grantha text based
on the presently unavailable manuscripts. I have also cited those
recensions and the tika of Sri Krishna Shastri as it is and they were
very helpful in the transcription and the critical editing of this text.

Conclusion

Sivagrayogin is one of the distinguished philosophers, born in Tamil
Nadu. His texts about the Saiva Siddhanata philosophy are of inordinate
significance and his works give a clear interpretation of the Saiva
Siddhanta theory. The present work, the Sivajiianabodhabhdsyam, is
a mark of classical scholasticism in the Indian philosophical system.
This text is considered as a canonical work on the Saiva Siddhanta
philosophy. Sivagrayogin wrote three elaborate commentaries on the
Sivajianabodham. Among these commentaries the Laghutika and the
Samgrahabhasya are already published. The Brhadbhasya till date
remained unpublished. I hope, with the publication of this work, it
will open the door for research possibilities in future.

Dr. Sharath Chandra Swamy
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